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their masters and students, by the charters of popes,
emperors, kings, and municipalities. The students of the
universities were in many instances taken under the im-
mediate protection of the sovereigns, and were allowed to
be tried in special courts of their own, independent of civil
jurisdiction, and to possess complete autonomy in all their
internal affairs. Thus, in chartering the University of
Bologna, Frederick Barbarossa granted special privileges
to the students and professors as follows :
That they may go in safety to the places in which their studies are
carried on, both they themselves and their messengers, and may dwell
there in security. Therefore, we declare by this general and perpetual
law that hereafter no one shall be so rash an to inflict any injury on
the students or to impose any fine upon them on account of un offense
committed in their former province. . . . Moreover, if anyone shall
presume to bring a suit against the students on any ground, the choice
in the matter shall be given to the students, who may summon the
accusers to appear before their professors or the bishop of the city,
to whom we have given jurisdiction in these circumstances. But,
if indeed the accuser shall attempt to take the student before another
judge, even if his cause be most just, he shall lose his suit because of
such attempt.
Likewise, masters, students, and their retainers alike
were generally relieved from all taxation and from military
service. The universities, moreover, were granted the
right to license masters to lecture anywhere without
further examination (jus ubique docendi), and the privilege
of "striking77 (cessatio) when university rights were
infringed. If no redress were given in the latter case, the
suspension of lectures was followed by migration of the
university to another town. This could easily be done,
since none of the medieval universities had buildings of
their own, and there was no need of expensive libraries,
laboratories, and other equipment.